
2. Soil

Disciple | One who is learning to live 
and love like Jesus, and helps others 
to do the same.
 
Disciple-making | Helping people to 
live and love like Jesus by imparting 
God’s truth through authentic 
relationships wherever life happens.
 
7 core ingredients | Discipling 
relationships are all unique, but 
effective ones share some core 
elements. This isn’t an exhaustive list, 
but the seven elements illustrated 
here are important. What would 
you add? 

The Discipling Tree
7 Core Elements

3. Orchard
The goal of relationships 
is disciple-making 
communities.

6. DNA
God’s Word and the Holy 
Spirit provide the unique 
blueprint for each discipling 
relationship. 

Growth is accelerated 
through shared suffering.

4. Apple
The primary 
fruit of a 
Jesus-follower 
is loving 
obedience.

Life flourishes in the 
soil of relationship.

1. Tree
Jesus-followers 
are driven by a 
passion for life.
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5. Seed
The power to obey comes 
from believing the gospel, 
not from trying harder.

More | Learn more about 
disciple-making in There’s a 
Better Way: Make Disciples 
Wherever Life Happens by 
Dale Losch. Download the first 
chapter free and access more 
resources at crossworld.org.


